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Tre-e is no mun living who is more
able to write en antobiography, and
make it interes'ing and hitorical tha
Judge M. W Gibbs late consul te
Madagascar from the Uoited States,
and probsbly the most picturecgue of

the Afro- Amerieans of the old schecl, |

and certsinly the most experiencecC.
Judge Giobs has juet issned from pre:s
“8hadow and Light’’ an au'ob‘ogra} hy

a'd we have read no b ok of its natar
which 18 more instrucrive and betier
writéen than the bok ander the zo: -
sideration. Bo ker T. Washingion
wrote the intr-durtion to the bnok and
in \be opening paragreph he rays: ‘'l

is seldom that rne man, even if he has
lived a® long #88 Judze M. W. Gibbs is
aple to record hi: impressions of sc
msny w'dely separated parts of the
earth’s surface as Judge Gibbs can, o
to recall personal « x veriare2inso many
impor ant oc*nrrences 7 Mr Washine-
ton struck the keynote of this review,
and had he gone irt> d tals a littl

more & review  ave been necessary. In
the preface, J udge 3 bb3 gives hisex

cuse for the appearance of the work as
follows: **During the !ata years abroad

while reading the antobiographies of
distinguis! ed m«n who hac been bene-
faclors, the thought occurrd that I had
a varied career, though not as fruiifal
or as deserving of rcn »wn as
charac ers, and difforing as to status
and aim. Yet the porirayal migit bLe
of benefit to thoee who, eager for ad-
vancement, ate willing to b> laborioun:
students to attaia worthy ends.”

these

It may bsinteresting to kpow thai
Judge Gibps is seveuty-nine years o:
sg ;he #ts born in Philadelphia mn
1823, and the story of his rise, which he
s0 wonderfully nasrates,is the same ol
story, only that young Gibbs had mr:
varied experiences than the aversge
yYoung msn who succzeds,

At the age of twelve young Gibbs
was In the employ of a very #ealthy
lawyer of Phuadelphia, and beiog evm
pelled to best his own patn, since hi
father died when he wa: ouly eight
years ot ags, and s pupil 1n a school at
Philadelphia. Oa his way ons day
with Mr Fisherio ihe istt.r’s plaatation
in Maryland he took Gibbs along. H.
had pevers:en a slave in bondsge in
his I!i= When he reached Mar) lave
seelig the :laves being driven by ih-
glave driver, he asked Mr. Fisbhcr whne
they were. Mr. Fisher told him tha:
they were slaves and asked ths young
boy how he would like to be a tlave.
Judge G bbs ssye: “My snswer
quick and conformed to fecling. |
wuld n 't bs a siave " Fitly spoken, N:
grander declaration I have ever made
From that time, Judge Gibbs became
a worker in the snti siavery movement.
He savs in his book that he attributes
his horror to siavery to the fact that ' e
had heard so very much to the Nat
Turner episode, vhich occurred shortl,
before he made thi: declaration There
is no history in priat that gives as
much of the anti slavery movement as
Judge Gibbs dne3s in his effort. For
two reasons: B:cause hs wus intensely
interested in the liberation of ths slav-
and because he was & worker in the
ranks. He depends not on searching in
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the records of the past, but he depends
solaly on his vivid memory.

Speaking of hig sasscciation with
Frederick Douglass in the work, the
author eay-: '‘In 18’9 Frederick Doug”
lass Charles Lenox Remond snd Juiia
Gr fiith an E .glish lady, attended the
National Anti Slavery Convention, held
in Philadelphia. At its clore, Mr.
Douglass irvited me to accompany him
to his home at R :chester, and thea to
join him in 1 cturiug m tkhe Western
Reserve ”’ Mr Gibbsa accepted the in-
vitation, aad that was the beginning
of his eventful career. He tells how
the trip to Roch:ster was the event of
his subsequent trip to California. And
we doubt whether there 1s to be fouad
a more accurate, if rot embellished his-
tory of the forty-niners in California.
The Judge pauses long enoagh in the
story of his arrival at San Francisco
an+ his work, where he engaged in a
very large business after many re-
versals, to give thig advice: *‘Do not
hesitate when you are without choice
to accept the most humble and menial
employment. It will be a source of
pleszure, if by self denial, saving your
earnnze, you keep a fix:d intent to
make it the stepping stone to Eome-
thing higher.”

One of ihe most interesting chapters
in t1e bHook i3 tkatdealing with British
C lumbia, where gold was discover«d
in 1858 and where Judge G.bbs went in
qnest of gold and frezdom in all that
tne term implies. Taue Judge how:ver
after a short residence over in tie is-
:and, came back to this country and
married, His desciiption of the un-
restful spirit of the country in 1859 as
he traveled through the coantry is
splendid. He seems to have not L.t a
singie incident of importance slip by.
His views on the Linco'n-Douglass
episode are well foundea and shows 8
keen perception, and they are the
more vsluabl: now since the p=ac2 of
tue gods vervades the very sir, and the
Judze ha® had chance for rcflaction.
Ia nu chapter of the book does the man
forget ths boy, and just in the midst of
a deecripiion ot the islacd of British
Coulumbisa Judge esays: ‘Gzt a trade
b ys, if you have to l ve o bread and
ap;les whiile attaiving 1t.”” 1t may be
sald that the Judge bas one himse!f
Juage Gibbs has a whole history of the
adme#sicn of Cal.foraia to vhe vun.on
anda of the disc ;very of gold and the
strenous life incident ugon such reveia-
ions. ’

Bat it is his direct i:finence on th~
ife of the Negro a8 rfl eted in his
yook as well as exewnplified in his life,
waich makes the work so intensely ab-
sorbing snd valaable, The Judge ylayed
4 mammoth part in the state of Arkan-
sas in the reconstruction period, and
nis life siace those days has been such
a flattering success, that his part is
really imporiant, since he died not
with the eecasion, but rese higher after.
The Judge first entered political life in
Vancouver Isiand when he was elected
to the common council, but his great
poli.iecal life which he eo deftly por-
trays, is in the state of Arkansas. where
after a wandering csreer, he fiaally
settled,

The book is a record of very many
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meetings held by the leaders of the Ne-
Zro race in this country, and gives the
exsct reason f r the meeting and the
final outcome and the eff-ct of its pro-
ce-dings on the b dv politics Says the
Judge, ““It can be properly noted that
among the many halpfal signs of race

advancement not the least is the

broader f:aternal zation of our religious
bodies. Our churches baving the ear of

|the masses, their opportunity saod

growing disposition to unite for the ma*
terial a8 weil as the spiritual progr:ges
and advancement cf our peopls, cannot
be too highly commended.”’

But while the reminiscences of the
Judgeare valuable, hisopinion oa the

solution of the Negro problem is worthy |

of attention and reflsction. Speaking
on Negro domination, **The cry of Ne
gro dcmination like the baseless fibric
of a vision has as little foundation. The
prcblem to be solved is not what i3 or
shall be the status of the colored man
born beneath the flag, but whether the
forces of Christian civ:lization, the
genius and spirit of our government,
impartiality jn the execaiion of law,
without let or hindran e, are equal to
the performance of their mission, or are
only ‘sounding brass and tinking
cymbals.”” Farther he remarks, *“The
assumption that citizens of a common
country eannot live together in amity
18 false.”?

B:ing present at an indignation
meetiog o. one occasion, when one
brother sang out ‘‘How long O Lord
are we to bear these discriminations?”
The Judge raid **For s yme time longer.
All thinge coneidered, we are making
progress, and will continue In the ratio
we obtaln educatioa and wealth,
When we have more banks, railroaa
stock, fewer bigh sounding societies
sach as The Seventeen Stars of the Con-
golidation, The Rising Persevering F'ree
Sons of Joshua. That sounds very
hard. bat tne Negro has got to learn it,
and the Juige with his seventy years of
exparience bad just as well teacb the
lesson, a8 any one el e His story of the
condition of the siate of Arkanaas
where he threw his fortune after the
war and its subiequent delivery is
thrilling The Judge was a leader and
a liwyer. Ii may not be amics t5 say
that he was appointed county attorney
for his county, and later elected muni-
cipal judge for the city of Little Rock,
where to his credit, as the records will
show, he dispensed justice not as a Ne-
gro, bat as an American citizen.

The Judge was appointed Register of
of the Land CGffice and later s:iil Re
ceiver of Public Mouneys. The history of
the tuarpulent times of the Baxter-
Brooks fight for supremacy in the state
is vividly described and must of neces-
sity be accurate as the Judge himself
was one of the men who were directly
interestod 1n the outcome. :

His stay in Madagascar as Uaited
Sta‘*es Consul is told, and the customs
of the people are brought to lightin a
manper which is fsscinativg and in-
structive. Each voyage which he took
daring his career is told in a way which
few haye ever tried to follow, and the
book or the whole is historical.
Whether in Philadelphia as a poor
boy, on the stum p as a lecturer in pe-
half of the slave, or in C(alifornia, in
quest of gold, or in British Cslumbia
layirg a foundation for a great business
career, or &8 member of the common
council or in Arkansas studying law
and af'erwards practicing the profes:
#ion, or a8 county attorney and afcer:
ward: judge, or as a great political
leader in the state and fsderal cffice
holder, or a member of some conven*

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 8.)

HOTELS AND RE3TAURANTY

THE MKINLEY HOUSE,
489 Missouri Ave. Near 6 St,

First-class accommodations for all.
An up-todate Hotel for colored
people. Rooms neatly furnished,
linens clean, and prices within
reach of all. Meals and Lunches
served at all hours. The

PORTER : HOUSE : CAFE
103 6th St, N. W,

!

Wines, uiquors and Cigars.—A full |

line of the choicest liguors, the best

prands of cigars and the coolest
beer in Washington.

BROWN & SMITH, l

Proprietors.
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W. M. DRURY’S

RESTAURANT
1100 20th St., corner L. N. W,
Washington, - - D. 0,

THY SOUTHERN HOTEL,
o 00000000 9000000 00
Good board, steam heat and
electric bells. Home comforts,
' moderate prices. 311 Pa. Av,
n. w, Washingten, © G.
| Fine wines, liuors, cigars and
To*acco.
00000000 FC 2 Y-X-E-E-X-2-2-2-2-]

JACK M. RYAN, Pror.
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#he Woodson House

First-class, newly furnished and decorated, un-
urpassed cuisine, convenient to all cars, Oaly
alt square from Peannsylvania Eepot.

467 Missouri Avenue.

Proprietor.

Hexry Woob30¥W,

Fine W nua
Ow  Whimkey

Ano Baannoies

PHILADELPHIA HOUSE.
M. F. CagrroLL, Prop.

Restaarant and Saloon

348 Pennsylvania Avenue, N W.
ashington, D. C. &
Meals to Order.Cl Everything First

288,
Billiard and Pool Parlors Attached.

Liquors of all kinds,
Choloe Cigars.

SMITH CAFE

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN'S
DINING ROOM.
Board by the Day or Week.

A, M. SMITH,
479 Missour: Ave,

Prop.

HOTEL CGLYDE,

475 MISSOURI AVE, N.W.

First-Class Accomodations
For
Ladies and Gentlemen. Hot
and Cold Baths.

MRS, ALICE E. HALL,

Proprtrem
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